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the place of the former courts of justice. The new order of
things was followed by a succession of disturbances; the
French soldiers of the garrison refused to grant military
precedence to the Eurasian companies of the national guard,
and were suspicious of their own officers, because of their
noble birth; while the elected judges, by an act of flagrant
injustice to a native suitor, destroyed the confidence of the
native merchants and ruined the credit of the French
authorities. M Durfort de Civrac, the first Mayor of Pondi-
cherry, was a man of prudence and moderation, but he found
ifc no easy matter to reconcile the various disturbing elements,
the soldiers, the Eurasians, and the natives, and, as a result of
constant riots and disputes, commerce was nearly at a stand-
still, and natives of all classes left the city in such numbers
that the population dropped from fifty thousand in 1789 to
twenty thousand in 1793. The French rulers further heard
with dismay that after three campaigns, Tippoo Sahib, the
son of their former ally, Haidar Ali, had been forced to make
peace with Lord Cornwallis, and to cede the greater portion
of his father's conquests to the English East India Company,
the Nizam and the Mahrattas. M. Durfort de Civrac died on
July 18,1792, and in the following October two commissioners,
M. Daniel Lescallier, a former intendant of French Guiana,1
and M. Dumorier, arrived at Pondicherry with supreme powers
from the Legislative Assembly to undertake the reorganization
of the French settlements in India. The governor, M. du
Fresne, naturally objected to have his authority superseded
by that of the commissioners, but he made no active opposition
until the return of the agitators, whom he had sent off to
France in 1790 These men had been treated as martyrs for
the cause of liberty by the Jacobin club of Paris, and had been
given free passages back to India, and when they established
a popular club, and were encouraged and favoured by the com-
missioners, the governor resigned in disgust on February 5,
1793. He was succeeded by Colonel de Chermont,2 the former
administrator of fie de Bourbon, who had had considerable
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